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WILLIAM JAKABEK, GRAND KNIGHT

Brothers All!

To the incredible officers and Brother Knights of the Msgr. Peter E.

Blessing Council, this will be my last “Grand Knight Corner” submission

as my two-year term as Grand Knight is coming to an end as of June

30, 2026. I'm not bidding farewell to you, as I'm looking forward to

stepping into my new position as a Council Trustee. You are all a

1 remarkable group of caring group of Catholic Gentlemen, and you have

made my last two years a memorable, exciting, and most importantly, a blessed time for

me. The laughter, teamwork, and shared successes we have experienced together will

forever be cherished by me. Each one of you has made a significant impact on my life

both personally and spiritually, and | am grateful for the lessons learned, the growth
achieved, and the friendships forged.

As | embark on my new position as a Council Trustee and continue in my position as our
council’s Faith in Action Family Director, | leave with immense excitement for what lies
ahead for me, and our council. | am so proud of all of you, and | thank you all sincerely.
Your extraordinary participation, help and support have made my tenure as Grand Knight
extremely rewarding, and dare | say, successful in so many ways. To our incoming Grand

Knight, Brother Richard Legault (pending vote), | wish you nothing but the best, and | will
pray for you, our 2026-27 Officers, and all members of our Council. Our Council is in good
hands, and I'm looking forward to its future that will continue to be filled with endless
possibilities and continued success! | ask that everyone to please participate in our
Council’'s future endeavors, and always remember the three pillars that the Knights of

Columbus live by ... Charity, Unity, and Fraternity.

Please seriously consider attending our council’s June Membership Meeting which will be
held on Monday evening, June 8, 2026, in Classroom #3 in the former Our Lady of
Czestochowa Church School at 222 MacArthur Blvd., Coventry Rl 02816. Collation starts
at 6:30 pm, with the meeting starting at 7 pm. We will be electing our 2026-27 Officers as
recommended by our Council’'s Nominating Committee. It's not to late to throw your hat
into the ring for any position, but you need to be in attendance!!!

Dear Lord,

Thank you for your endless love and countless blessings. | am grateful for your presence
in my life, and for strength, peace, and joy you provide each day. Help me to always
remember your goodness, and to live with a heart full of gratitude.

Vivat Jesus!
William Jakabek
Grand Knight
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Knight Out

Place: Khoo Asian Restaurant, W. Warwick
Date: Monday, 6/1/2026

Time: 6:30 PM

June Officers Meeting

Place: Anthony PNA, 15 Meeting St.,
Date: Wednesday, 6/3/2026

Time: 7:00 PM

Coventry

June Membership Meeting

Place: OLC School Room 3

Date: Monday, 6/8/2026

Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Columbiettes Membership Drive
Place: Saints John and Paul Church
Date: Weekend of 6/13-14/2026
Time: All Masses

Columbiettes Information Hour
Place: SSJP Parish Center
Date: Sunday, 6/14/2026

Time: 1:00 PM

July Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Wednesday, 7/8/2026
Time: 7:00 PM

July Membership Meeting

Place: OLC School Room 3

Date: Monday, 7/13/2026

Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Men of St. Joseph - COR Meeting
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel/Conf. Room
Date: Every Last Thursday of the Month
Time: 6:30 PM

MSGR. PETER E. BLESSING COUNCIL #5273
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
445 WASHINGTON STREET
COVENTRY, Rl 02816
COVENTRYKNIGHTS@VERIZON.NET
HTTP://WWW.COVENTRYKNIGHTS.ORG
MEETING PLACE:
OUR LADY OF CZENSTOCHOWA SCHOOL
222 MACARTHUR BLVD., COVENTRY
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FATHER PAUL LEMOI
§ No Chaplain’s Message this month.

ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM LORI
June 2026 Challenge

“[W]hoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not
worthy of me.” (Gospel for June 28, Mt 10:38)

Our fallen human condition involves a measure of suffering and trials.
Our commitment as disciples of Jesus, Scripture tells us, necessarily
means taking up our own crosses willingly. God will grant us the
strength to endure all trials if we remain faithful, and our suffering can
prove redemptive if we accept it and unite it to the passion of Christ.
This doesn’t mean we can’t take steps to alleviate our suffering, but we
are called to courageously bear our crosses, even when faced with
persecution, and to thereby participate in the saving work of Christ.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:

This month, | challenge you to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet each day
with the intention of uniting your daily sufferings with Christ’s passion
and in solidarity with all persecuted Christians around the world.

Questions for Reflection:

Do you carry your cross willingly, or do you feel it is forced upon you?
Where do you turn when you need help with the weight of your cross?
To prayer and the sacraments? To your family, friends and brother
Knights?
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Prayer Intentions

Our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV
Bishop Bruce Lewandowski
All Bishops and Priests
GK William Jakabek
PGK/PFN Herb Knott
PGK/PFN Frank Laiter Il
PGK David Legault
Brother Anthony Machado
Brother Len Denommee
Brother Paul Lacroix
Brother James Kmon
Brother Matt Parent
Brother Gerard Legault
Brother Frank Laiter, Jr.
Brother Lucien Laporte
Brother Peter Blais
Brother Rob Brodeur
Brother Nicholas Delfino-Whitaker
Brother Devin Favino
Brother Louis Pinga
Brother Bernie George
Lucille Ferrer
Roberta Lemek
Mary Deary
Shirley Laiter
Sue Rossetti
Mary Lawlor
Michel Brouillard
Eric Thatcher
Charles Gemmell
John Dolan
Joe McCarthy
Matthew Mahar
Doreen Jakabek-Wittig
Robert Firth
Ellen Deck
Julia Sottnik
Karen Clark
Jessica Maynard
Anita Laporte
Diane Cayouette
April Moreno
Jeff Holme
Brad White
Hallie Sorenson and Family
All US military personnel active and former
SSJP Church receives a good and Holy Senior Priest
SSIP Church receives a replacement for Al Harel
The Unborn




June Birthdays

Father Christopher Mahar (56)
Michael Emmett (72)
Timothy Cook (57)

Ryan Switzer (53)
James Kiley, Jr. (13)
Peter Blais (69)

Dennis Belanger, Jr. (38)
Geoffrey Aptt, Esq. (42)
Edward Rice Ill (56)
Cornelius Fitton, Jr. (83)
Vincent Rinaldi (95)
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Knights of |

Columbus®
Rhode Island
State Council

June 2
June 6
June 6
June 8
June 13
June 15
June 15
June 16
June 17
June 24
June 28

Showcase Our Patriotic Unity
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+ WE NEED YOU!

EVENT:

‘This is a joint initiative
Gaspee Days Parade

between Rebello Assembly,

S ‘Wallace Assembly,
E ¢ Districts 2 & 4, and the Sir Knights in uniform are asked to
. Saturday, June 13, 2026 Rhode Island Knights of form the Color and Honor Guard.

Columbus, Our jurisdictions
overlap the parade route,
making this the perfect
place to showcase our
patriotic wnity.

All Brother Knights and their families
are invited to:
+ Walk behind the Honor Guard
+ Ride on the float

TIME:
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Please arrive by 9:00 AM

LOCATION:
Narragansett Parkway,
Warwick, RI

Please wear your council or assembly

polos or other Knights gear.
Let’s show off our

Knights of Columbus pride!

*% OPEN INVITATION * %
all Knights in Rh!)de Is|

To help us plan, please RSV

Peter Brissette, FN, DD
(=] peter0B0919%4@gmail.com

of the followi
Rich Silvia, DD, FN

=

richardsivia kofri@ipmail com 8
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The Columbiettes, the Ladies Auxiliary
of the Knights of Columbus, are
Catholic women dedicated to faith,
fellowship, and service. .

il %:n"r' [} I!I.I‘f

JSaith
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¢ Jelloish ".s'.'

f|) — JUNE13-14 -

Saints John and Paul Church
Before and after all Masses

During the Masses on June 13-14,
Lisa Roberts,
Rhode Island Territorial Deputy,
will be speaking about the Columbiettes.

WHO ARE THE COLUMBIETTES?

If you are a Catholic woman 18 or older The Columbiettes are a unified organization

/ of over 13,000 Catholic women, 18 or older,
dedicated o faith, fellowship, and service.
Founded in 1939 in New York, they work in
conjunction with the Knights of Columbus
to support charitable causes, parish life,
and community needs. They are active
across 23 states.

and are interested in working for your
church and your community, this is your
apportunity to join other Catholic women I
in this noble endeavor.

| COLUMBIETTES

|I INFORMATION HOUR

/ Sunday, June 14, at 1 PM
SSJP Parish Center

TOGETHER WE SERVE OUR FAITH, OUR FAMILIES, AND OUR COMMUNITIES 7

We pray you will consider Joining us!

MSGR. PETER E. BLESSING
COUNCIL #5273

SLATE OF OFFICERS

as recommended by the Nominating Committee

+— ELECTED OFFICER POSITIONS —+ + ELECTED OFFICER POSITIONS (cont.) —+

@ TRUSTEE (i YEAR)
g TRUSTEE (2 YEAR)
g TRUSTEE (3 YEAR)

+— APPOINTED OFFICER POSITIONS —+

? ciapLay | Father

Paul Lemei
L) uecurer

FINARCIAL
- SECRETARY

GRAND KNIGHT Richard Legault Paul Lemek

DEPUTY GRAND ENIGHT Johann Donall
Brian Mattias

CHANCELLOR John Pizzo

TREASURER Daniel Renbeidenreich William Jakabek

RECORDER Brian Lawlor

ADVOCATE

Geoffrey Aptt
Anthony Machado

lappainted by
: Grand Kmight)
WARDEN
Lucien

Laparte

fappointed by

INSIDE GUARD Stephen Kukulka Gramd Knight)

Donald Hall ppoiated by

QOUTSIDE GUARD Neil Fidler Spremme Council)

PATRIOTIS




Brother Knight Spotlight!

Name: Neil Fidler

Financial
Leader, Membership Director. | have served as District

Council Role: Secretary, Degree Team

Deputy, Grand Knight, and

Treasurer.

Deputy Grand Knight

Years as a Knight: 20 years this coming August
Parish: Saint Joseph, North Scituate

A Favorite Saint or Devotion: | have a special devotion
to St. Joseph primarily because he is the patron of
fathers and families. St. Joseph showed what
fatherhood looks like — strong but gentle, protective
not controlling, faithful, steady, present. My father’s
name was Joseph, and Joseph is my middle name. If |
can be half the husband and father that St. Joseph and
my dad were, then I'm doing a great job.

Knights of Columbus Journey: | had always intended
to join the Knights of Columbus because my dad was a
Knight in Pascoag Council. | still remember fondly the
events my dad’s council used to put on at their old
council hall. They had the best Christmas parties!
However, | just never got around to joining until | saw a
church bulletin note to join the Knights back in 2006. |
felt that was God telling me to join, and | still do! One
of the best decisions I've ever made. | truly believe
that the Knights of Columbus have strengthened by
Catholic faith and has helped me build a personal
relationship with Our Lord. My only regret is that |
didn’t join sooner!

Service and Vocation: | work at Citizens Bank as a
Cybersecurity Specialist. This August will mark 21
years at Citizens for me. I'm also a retired US Navy
Chief Petty Officer with 20 years of service.

THE BLESSING WORD

Personal Touch: My wife Karen and | love camping. |
love most sports (Go Pittsburgh teams!), especially
baseball and baseball history and have a special affinity
for the old Brooklyn Dodgers. | also love classic Golden
Age movies (especially those starring Joan Blondell). |
also enjoy doing genealogy and have traced both sides
of my family back to the 1400’s.

Something most people don’t know about me - In
doing genealogy, | found out that | am related to
Christina Aguilera on my father’s side. | also can trace
my mother’s side back to King Ferdinand Il of Aragon
and Queen Isabella | of Castile “The Catholic Monarchs”
who sent the namesake of our order, Christopher
Columbus, on his way to the new world.

Closing Reflection: | pray that Blessing Council builds
on the momentum from the previous fraternal year by
getting our new Brother Knights involved in our
activities. We have some very special Catholic
gentlemen in our council, and I'm proud to be their
Brother Knight.

MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2026 @ 6 PM

jo:‘ri your Council Brothers, amiﬁes, and Frien
for a fun time while enjoying good food,

— drink, and comradery! — —
BN\ KHOO ASIAN RESTAURANT | 4%

AN MONDAY,
‘Worthy GK and Family Director
BILL JAKABEK will need to provide
the restaurant with a head count.

) JUNE 1, 2026
? at 6:30 PM
PLEASE RSVP
by Friday, May 29

by 5 PM
O 401-269-9811
biljak53@gmail.com

ONG FAITH. LASTING FRIENDSHIPS.

+<‘.



In servfce to one. In ser'ufce to all.

For more than 140 years, the Knights of Columbus have answered
the call to put faith into action through charity, unity, and fraternity.

Through programs such as: Knights throughout the world
continue the mission begun by
Blessed Michael McGivney in 1882,
serving their communities while
strengthening their faith and
Assistance to families in need supporting one another as

brothers in Christ.

3. Support for our parish and clergy

o Aid to the sick, elderly, and disabled

Pro-life initiatives N
. m 3 Today, the Order stands as one
*  Community outreach and volunteer service of the world's largest Catholic

; = 5 ;i fraternal organizations, united by a
Y| Spiritual formation and prayer commitment to charity, faith,
fraternity, and service.

“Together, we can accomplis

— Blessed

CHARITY UNITY &g FRATERNITY ) PATRIOTISM

Living our Catholic faith through service to God, our Church, our families, and our communities.

LIFE FAITH

MEN OF ST JOSEPH

COR

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

LIFE PROGRAM

NIGHT OF PRAYER

for the

SICK AND DYING

An evening of prayer, intercession
and hope for those who are suffering’
from illness, facing the end of life,
and for their families and caregivel

AN
Xr

A KNIGHTS OF COLUMEUS PROGRA

Msgr. Peter E. Blessing Council #5273
partners with the local chapter of

THE MEN OF ST. JOSEPH

for our Knights of Columbus Cor program.
MEN OF ST. JOSEPH :
INTERNATIONAL

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO JOIN US

LAST STARTING AT
THURSDAY 6:30 PM

EACH MONTH

“Pray for one another,
that you may be healed.”
= James 5:16

+ JOIN US IN PRAYER -+ 5 . SS JOHN AND PAUL
A WHEN: THE PRAYER SERVICE INCLUDES: RECTORY CONFERENCE ROOM
FIRST FRIDAY ) " 341 South Main Street, Coventry, RI 02816

OF EVERY MONTH -
e T'he Holy Rosary
TIME:

6:30 PM The Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
WHERE:
ST. VINCENT \% Other litanies
DE PAUL CHURCH }5 Sl s
6 5t. Vincent de Paul St.
Coventry, RI 02816 THIS ALIGNS NICELY WITH THE MISSION OF

&-‘1 PROGRAM DIRECTOR PAUL LEMEK THE MEN OF ST. JOSEPH.

will lead the Holy Rosary.

ALL PARISHIONERS, FAMILY MEMBERS, FRIENDS
AND KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEMBERS ARE WARMLY INVITED.

BROTHERS IN CHRIST. ‘)"I"RI" "TI-I]-'N[E.I) IN FAITH.

THE BLESSING WORD



Memorial Day Cleanup at the Veterans Park
SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2026

THE MEN - AND, WOMEN
FORCES

PR TR ST
W i wprvED W -OUR. ARMED

v THAT Wi MAY -LIVE-IN. PEACE

AND FREF FROM FEAR

THE BLESSING WORD



WHAT'S GOING ON AT OUR CHURCHES
Saints John and Paul

SSJP Respect Life Breakfast
Fundraiser to benefit
St. Gabriel’s Call

ANt of Tinpact

Good Food. Great Purpose.

Join St. Vincent de Paul Rhede Island for a
delicious 3-course dinner, live music to set the

Sunday, June 7, 2026 after the mood, exciting silent auction and raffle, and
i ) an unlimited opportunity to change lives!
7:30 & 9:30AM Masses in the Parish Center
Adults $20, Children 12 & under $5 5‘30Thu55day’ June 1:;15, 201:«?
Menu: Fruit cup, pancakes, scrambled eggs, grilled U SR | S
sausage, home fries, baked beans, English muffins, $75 ticket ks scan on oo
toast, juices, coffee & tea. AND EVENT PAGE

No tickets will be sold at the door. [EIffiEE:

Tickets will be on sale after all Masses beginning pes

Saturday, May 16". Tickets will also be available at /fa,\/a / o

the rectory office beginning Monday, May 18", o ine Bar & luscan Grlle
SUMMER FOOD DRIVE

Donations to the Coventry Food Bank are finding it difficult to keep up with demand. Many families are
struggling economically and those with school-age children will soon be losing the meals provided by
schools for the summer. As is the custom at SSJP the Quireach Commitiee will be conducting a Summer
Food Drive. This vear the drive will be held on the weekend of June 20 & 21, Please join forces with the
committee to help ensure children do not go hungry until school starts back up. Donations for this effort

can be placed in the normal Food Bank Bins but this weekend, we want to make the bins overflow,

We will also be accepting donations in cash, by check or by Stop & Shop or Walmart gift cards. There will
be a table setup in the foyer by the Parish Center to accept these monetary donations after each Mass that
weekend. Remember, look for the Food Bank bins located near each door of the church.




WHAT'S GOING ON AT OUR CHURCHES

Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 13, 2026.

Our Annual Polish American Day will be held from
3 PM to 9 PM with hot Polish food being served from
4 PM to 7 PM in the school gym.

Frozen food will be available starting at 3 PM.
American food will also be avaﬁabh.

We will have Raffles, Games and our Famous
Cow Chip Bingo.

Plan on joining fellow parishioners and friends on this

fun filled day!

Support Our Parish Festival Special Raffle

Since this year’s Parish Festival has been condensed to a

single day, we are increasing the value of our raffle prizes,

with each prize having a minimum value of $200.

We sincerely appreciate the generous cash donations
made in memory of family and friends. To make an even
ater impact, we would like to combine these
onations to purchase larger raffle prizes such as resort
stays, restaurant gift certificates, and other special
experiences.

In recognition of these generous donations, there will be
a special insert in the Parish Bulletin acknowledging

2026 GOLF CLASSIC

ammeed FOSTER COUNTRY CLUB Guuuus

67 Johnson Road, Foster, Rl 02825
L SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
# Dinner Will Be
Served Around 5:30 PM

+ Shotgun Start

* Registration at Noon
at 1:00 PM

E E REGISTRATION & ENTRY FEES
=» DUE BY AUGUST 30, 2026

i .f Please scan the QR code for

E onling registration!

SCAN TO REGISTER

For more information about this years Golf
tournament to benefit the Coveniry Council of the
Saint Vincent de Paul Society use R:r: R code or
take one of the tournament tyers which are near
the entrance of both churches.

those who contribute.

If you have gift suggestions, would like to contribute, or
have any questions, please contact:

Kathy Larson 401-787-2638

Thank you for your continued generosity and support
of our parish community.

{ Mother of Hope Summer Day Camp

Registration is now open -reserve your child’s spot today and pay later! We have open enrollment
 throughout the summer.

{ Give your children an unforgettable summer filled with outdoor adventure, faith, friendship, and fun at
i the traditional outdoor summer day camp program. The camp welcomes children ages 5-12 and offers

{ convenient bus transportation from several areas throughout Rhode Island, along with flexible daily and
d weekly attendance options from June 22 through August 14.

{ Located on 126 beautiful wooded acres along Echo Lake in Che%achet. the camp is staffed by caring and

d experienced professionals dedicated to providing a safe, affordable, and faith-filled summer experience.

4 Sibling and multi-week discounts are available! For more information and secure online registration,
q visit: MotherofHopeCamp.com Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram!

THE BLESSING WORD



Your Family, Your Legacy, Our Commitment,

WﬂAptt Law LLC

Dedicated to providing personalized trust and estate
planning, charitable giving, business planning, trust

administration, and probate services. Plan today to > (401) 823-4884
provide for loved ones, preserve assets, appoint § Coventry, RI 02816 Hours: Thu-Fri 12pm - Spm
fiduciaries and prepare for unexpected health challe Sat 10am - 3pm

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
[RUSTS AND
3 1 ]

el

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE A FREE CONSULTATION!

655 Main Street, Suite 107, E. Greenwich, Rl 02818
(401) 264-0654 | www.ApttLaw.com

FONY VENDITT]

341 GEORGE WASHINGTON HWY
SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND
ph: (401) 231-0070 email: awards@crownri.com

www.crowntrophy.com
HOW TO ORDER: AcCCEPTING NEw PATIENTS » OPEN MOST SATURDAYS .
Browse our website (scan QR code) 325 SoUth Main 51, Coventry, Rl i axes b il ko S
+» email order to awards@crownri.com

» or call us at (401) 231-0070
+ or visit our showroom in Smithfield

Beyond Insurance Agency, LLC

Visit Our Website

3 e

Gabris Trampet |

! A Catholic Book, Gift and Media Store

Y 477 Washington St

’ PALY RESTAUM
~ P ke us:@ T

BRAZA

BRAZILIAN BARBEQUE

facebook.com/BrazaBrazilianBBQ

2012623632

Bottom Road coy

(401) 823-4204

TODD CHRIS

401-828-7070 | www.Healthy TeethRLcom

FUNERAL HOME

415 Washington Street (RTE 117)
Coventry, Rl 02816
Tel:1-401-821-1100
Fax: 1-401-822-2799

Insurance Solutions That Go Beyond Expectations

r

ADVERTISE
YOUR
BUSINESS
HERE

FUNERAL HOME
At Maple Root

2000 Nooseneck Hill Road (RTE 3)
Coventry, R 02816
Tel: 401-821-1100
Fax: 1-401-262-3535

Brothers, going forward, the final page of the newsletter will be one for free advertising for
your business or any business that you may work for or know that might benefit from Brother
Knights patronizing it. Please contact FS Neil Fidler if interested.
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