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Msgr. Peter E. Blessing Council #5273 Knights of Columbus

Upcoming Events
Knight Out
Place:  Khoo Asian Restaurant, W. Warwick
Date: Monday, 6/1/2026
Time:  6:30 PM

June Officers Meeting
Place: Anthony PNA, 15 Meeting St., Coventry
Date: Wednesday, 6/3/2026
Time: 7:00 PM

June Membership Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Monday, 6/8/2026
Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Columbiettes Membership Drive
Place: Saints John and Paul Church
Date: Weekend of 6/13-14/2026
Time: All Masses

Columbiettes Information Hour
Place: SSJP Parish Center
Date: Sunday, 6/14/2026
Time: 1:00 PM

July Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Wednesday, 7/8/2026
Time: 7:00 PM

July Membership Meeting
Place: OLC School Room 3
Date: Monday, 7/13/2026
Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Men of St. Joseph - COR Meeting
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel/Conf. Room
Date: Every Last Thursday of the Month
Time: 6:30 PM
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Grand Knight's Corner
Brothers All!

To the incredible officers and Brother Knights of the Msgr. Peter E.
Blessing Council, this will be my last “Grand Knight Corner” submission
as my two-year term as Grand Knight is coming to an end as of June
30, 2026. I’m not bidding farewell to you, as I’m looking forward to
stepping into my new position as a Council Trustee. You are all a
remarkable group of caring group of Catholic Gentlemen, and you have 
 made my last two years a memorable, exciting, and most importantly, a blessed time for

me. The laughter, teamwork, and shared successes we have experienced together will
forever be cherished by me. Each one of you has made a significant impact on my life
both personally and spiritually, and I am grateful for the lessons learned, the growth
achieved, and the friendships forged. 

As I embark on my new position as a Council Trustee and continue in my position as our
council’s Faith in Action Family Director, I leave with immense excitement for what lies
ahead for me, and our council. I am so proud of all of you, and I thank you all sincerely.
Your extraordinary participation, help and support have made my tenure as Grand Knight
extremely rewarding, and dare I say, successful in so many ways. To our incoming Grand
Knight, Brother Richard Legault (pending vote), I wish you nothing but the best, and I will
pray for you, our 2026-27 Officers, and all members of our Council. Our Council is in good
hands, and I’m looking forward to its future that will continue to be filled with endless
possibilities and continued success! I ask that everyone to please participate in our
Council’s future endeavors, and always remember the three pillars that the Knights of
Columbus live by … Charity, Unity, and Fraternity. 

Please seriously consider attending our council’s June Membership Meeting which will be
held on Monday evening, June 8, 2026, in Classroom #3 in the former Our Lady of
Czestochowa Church School at 222 MacArthur Blvd., Coventry RI 02816. Collation starts
at 6:30 pm, with the meeting starting at 7 pm. We will be electing our 2026-27 Officers as
recommended by our Council’s Nominating Committee. It’s not to late to throw your hat
into the ring for any position, but you need to be in attendance!!!

Dear Lord,

Thank you for your endless love and countless blessings. I am grateful for your presence
in my life, and for strength, peace, and joy you provide each day. Help me to always
remember your goodness, and to live with a heart full of gratitude.
 
Vivat Jesus!
William Jakabek
Grand Knight

MSGR. PETER E.  BLESSING COUNCIL #5273 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

445 WASHINGTON STREET
COVENTRY, RI  02816

COVENTRYKNIGHTS@VERIZON.NET
HTTP://WWW.COVENTRYKNIGHTS.ORG

MEETING PLACE: 
OUR LADY OF CZENSTOCHOWA SCHOOL

222 MACARTHUR BLVD.,  COVENTRY

WILLIAM JAKABEK, GRAND KNIGHT

http://www.your-url-goes-here.com/
http://www.coventryknights.org/


No Chaplain’s Message this month.

Our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV
Bishop Bruce Lewandowski

All Bishops and Priests
GK William Jakabek
PGK/PFN Herb Knott

PGK/PFN Frank Laiter III
PGK David Legault

Brother Anthony Machado
Brother Len Denommee

Brother Paul Lacroix
Brother James Kmon
Brother Matt Parent

Brother Gerard Legault
Brother Frank Laiter, Jr.
Brother Lucien Laporte

Brother Peter Blais
Brother Rob Brodeur

Brother Nicholas Delfino-Whitaker
Brother Devin Favino
Brother Louis Pinga

Brother Bernie George
Lucille Ferrer

Roberta Lemek
Mary Deary

Shirley Laiter
Sue Rossetti
Mary Lawlor

Michel Brouillard
Eric Thatcher

Charles Gemmell
John Dolan

Joe McCarthy
Matthew Mahar

Doreen Jakabek-Wittig
Robert Firth
Ellen Deck

Julia Sottnik
Karen Clark

Jessica Maynard
Anita Laporte

Diane Cayouette
April Moreno
Jeff Holme
Brad White

Hallie Sorenson and Family
All US military personnel active and former

SSJP Church receives a good and Holy Senior Priest
SSJP Church receives a replacement for Al Harel

The Unborn
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Chaplain's Message
FATHER PAUL LEMOI

Prayer Intentions

“[W]hoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not
worthy of me.” (Gospel for June 28, Mt 10:38)
Our fallen human condition involves a measure of suffering and trials.
Our commitment as disciples of Jesus, Scripture tells us, necessarily
means taking up our own crosses willingly. God will grant us the
strength to endure all trials if we remain faithful, and our suffering can
prove redemptive if we accept it and unite it to the passion of Christ.
This doesn’t mean we can’t take steps to alleviate our suffering, but we
are called to courageously bear our crosses, even when faced with
persecution, and to thereby participate in the saving work of Christ.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet each day
with the intention of uniting your daily sufferings with Christ’s passion
and in solidarity with all persecuted Christians around the world.

Questions for Reflection:
Do you carry your cross willingly, or do you feel it is forced upon you?
Where do you turn when you need help with the weight of your cross?
To prayer and the sacraments? To your family, friends and brother
Knights?

Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM LORI

June 2026 Challenge



June Birthdays
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Father Christopher Mahar (56)
Michael Emmett (72)
Timothy Cook (57)
Ryan Switzer (53)
James Kiley, Jr. (73)
Peter Blais (69)
Dennis Belanger, Jr. (38)
Geoffrey Aptt, Esq. (42)
Edward Rice III (56)
Cornelius Fitton, Jr. (83)
Vincent Rinaldi (95)

June 2
June 6
June 6
June 8
June 13
June 15
June 15
June 16
June 17
June 24
June 28



Financial Secretary Neil Fidler
Name: Neil Fidler

Council Role: Financial Secretary, Degree Team
Leader, Membership Director. I have served as District
Deputy, Grand Knight, Deputy Grand Knight and
Treasurer.

Years as a Knight: 20 years this coming August

Parish:  Saint Joseph, North Scituate

A Favorite Saint or Devotion: I have a special devotion
to St. Joseph primarily because he is the patron of
fathers and families.  St. Joseph showed what
fatherhood looks like – strong but gentle, protective
not controlling, faithful, steady, present. My father’s
name was Joseph, and Joseph is my middle name. If I
can be half the husband and father that St. Joseph and
my dad were, then I’m doing a great job.

Knights of Columbus Journey:  I had always intended
to join the Knights of Columbus because my dad was a
Knight in Pascoag Council.  I still remember fondly the
events my dad’s council used to put on at their old
council hall.  They had the best Christmas parties!  
However, I just never got around to joining until I saw a
church bulletin note to join the Knights back in 2006.  I
felt that was God telling me to join, and I still do! One
of the best decisions I’ve ever made.  I truly believe
that the Knights of Columbus have strengthened by
Catholic faith and has helped me build a personal
relationship with Our Lord.  My only regret is that I
didn’t join sooner!

Service and Vocation:  I work at Citizens Bank as a
Cybersecurity Specialist. This August will mark 21
years at Citizens for me. I’m also a retired US Navy
Chief Petty Officer with 20 years of service.

Brother Knight Spotlight! Personal Touch: My wife Karen and I love camping. I
love most sports (Go Pittsburgh teams!), especially
baseball and baseball history and have a special affinity
for the old Brooklyn Dodgers. I also love classic Golden
Age movies (especially those starring Joan Blondell). I
also enjoy doing genealogy and have traced both sides
of my family back to the 1400’s.

Something most people don’t know about me – In
doing genealogy, I found out that I am related to
Christina Aguilera on my father’s side. I also can trace
my mother’s side back to King Ferdinand II of Aragon
and Queen Isabella I of Castile “The Catholic Monarchs”
who sent the namesake of our order, Christopher
Columbus, on his way to the new world.

Closing Reflection:  I pray that Blessing Council builds
on the momentum from the previous fraternal year by
getting our new Brother Knights involved in our
activities. We have some very special Catholic
gentlemen in our council, and I’m proud to be their
Brother Knight.
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LIFE FAITH
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Memorial Day Cleanup at the Veterans Park
SATURDAY, MAY 23, 2026
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT OUR CHURCHES
Saints John and Paul
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT OUR CHURCHES
Our Lady of Czenstochowa and St. Vincent de Paul
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Brothers, going forward, the final page of the newsletter will be one for free advertising for
your business or any business that you may work for or know that might benefit from Brother
Knights patronizing it.  Please contact FS Neil Fidler if interested.
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