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Upcoming Events
August Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Classroom 3
Date: Wednesday, 8/6/2025
Time: 7:00 PM

August Membership Meeting
Place: OLC School Classroom 3
Date: Monday, 8/11/2025
Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Blessed Michael McGivney Novena
Place:  Online via email
Date:  8/5-8/13/2025

September Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Classroom 3
Date: Wednesday, 9/3/2025
Time: 7:00 PM

September Membership Meeting
Place: OLC School Classroom 3
Date: Monday, 9/8/2025
Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Men of St. Joseph - COR Meeting
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel/Conf. Room
Date: Every Last Thursday of the Month
Time: 6:30 PM

Msgr. Peter E. Blessing Council Holy Hour 
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel
Date: Every Thursday
Time 1:00 - 2:00 PM 
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Grand Knight's Corner
Hello Brothers All!

As always, I pray you and your families are doing well. August is always a busy time. It’s
the last full month of summer, and people are trying to take in last minute fun, like
BBQ’s and vacations before Labor Day arrives. Besides all of these wonderful
distractions, our Council remains busy…

Our Council has received official notification from Supreme that we achieved Star Council designation
again this past year by fully satisfying participation requirements for the Columbian Award (Faith in
Action), the Father McGivney Membership Award (nine new Council Brother Knights), and the Founders
Award (our Council’s promotion and participation in Insurance and Fraternal Benefits events). I’m so proud
of this Council, and I sincerely thank all Brother Knights that participated!!!
Our Finance Committee continues to successfully transition our long-standing Vanguard Wellington Admiral
Fund to our new FIS Knights of Columbus Global Belief ETF while maintaining our Knights of Columbus
Charitable Fund (KCCF).
Thanks to the outstanding help and hard work provided by Brother Knight John Murray, the Finance
Committee is well on its way to creating a formal budgeting template that will help our Council better
manage our revenue outlays and receipts. The committee will update the Council on a monthly basis
regarding this test project. A final product will eventually be presented to the Council for a vote and
approval.
Our Officers are looking into revitalizing our Fundraising Committee. We will be seeking Brother Knights
that will be interested in participating in current and new fundraising opportunities and events. Member
participation and logical budgeting is essential to continue operating as a financially viable Council that
provides significant, annual charitable giving. More info, and a future Committee meeting date will be
forthcoming.
Approximately three years ago, our Council chose to participate in the Men of Saint Joseph (MOSJ) group
as our Council’s featured COR Program. We invite all members to participate in this very special spiritual
group of men who meet the last Thursday of every month at 6:30 PM in the Saints John and Paul Rectory
Chapel/Conference Room.

Brothers, please consider attending our monthly Membership Meeting that takes place every 2  Monday of the
month in Room #3 at the former Our Lady of Czenstochowa School. We have a pre-meeting collation at 6:30
PM, and the meeting starts at 7 PM. Meetings last approximately one hour. Have a good idea that you would
like to present to the Council? Please contact me directly to discuss it! In fact, if appropriate, I will invite you to
attend our monthly Officers Meeting to present your idea to the Officer Staff. All good ideas will be added to
our Member Meeting agenda. 

nd

*Please remember that the Council’s Membership Meetings are for Brother Knights only! If you can’t attend
alone due to prior commitments, you can always attend via Zoom Meetings. Our Financial Secretary, Neil
Fidler, routinely provides a link to the Zoom Meeting in his usual email notification to all members.

Lastly, In the Catholic Church, August is traditionally dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. This devotion
is linked to Mary's role in salvation history, particularly her role as the Mother of God, and her perfect love and
obedience to God. While the liturgical calendar doesn't have a specific feast day for the Immaculate Heart of
Mary in August, it's a time for Catholics to focus on and deepen their devotion to Mary's Immaculate Heart.
August 15  is a Holy Day of Obligation - The Solemnity of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. A prayer for
you to say during the month is printed on Page 3.

th

 
Vivat Jesus!
William Jakabek – Grand Knight
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August is upon us, the last days of summer, sometimes called the Dog
Days of Summer. We have a few days to remember of celebrations this
month: August 9th is the Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord. On
the 13th we celebrate the memorial of Blessed Michael McGivney. On
the 14th we remember the death of Blessed Michael McGivney.  On the
15th we celebrate the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.  Finally, on the 22nd we celebrate the Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
 

Our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV
Bishop Lewandowski

All Bishops and Priests
GK William Jakabek
PGK/PFN Herb Knott

PGK/PFN Frank Laiter III
PGK David Legault

Brother Anthony Machado
Brother Len Denommee

Brother Paul Lacroix
Brother James Kmon
Brother Matt Parent

Brother Jim Hall
Brother Gerard Legault
Brother Frank Laiter, Jr.
Brother Lucien Laporte

Brother Peter Blais
Brother Nicholas Delfino-Whitaker

Brother Devin Favino
Brother Henry Giolitti
Brother Louis Pinga

Lucille Ferrer
Diane Belanger (recently deceased)

Mary Deary
Shirley Laiter
Sue Rossetti
Doris Legault
Mary Lawlor

Michel Brouillard
Eric Thatcher

Charles Gemmell
John Dolan

Joe McCarthy
Matthew Mahar

Robert Firth
Nancy Whitaker

Ellen Deck
Julia Sottnik
Karen Clark

Jessica Maynard
Anita Laporte

Richard and daughter (Just Prayers)
Jovantey (Just Prayers)

All US military personnel active and former
The Unborn
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Chaplain's Message
FATHER PAUL LEMOI

Prayer Intentions

“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who
humbles himself will be exalted.” (Gospel for Aug. 31, Lk 14:11)
One lesson of this parable in Luke’s Gospel is that when you exalt
yourself, there’s nowhere to go but down. In the life of a disciple of
Christ, we are called to develop the virtue of humility. We are called to
self-giving service to others, not self-serving advancement of
ourselves. Let us strive not to seek worldly honors in an egotistical
spirit, but rather to live as servants to others so that God may exalt us
to eternal life.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, in which we celebrate the feast of Blessed Michael
McGivney on Aug. 13, I challenge you to pray each day the Litany of
Blessed Michael McGivney or the prayer for his canonization — and
take time to reflect on his humility in serving the people of God.

Questions for Reflection:
Do you sometimes struggle with the sin of pride? How can you be at
once humble of heart and yet bold in living and proclaiming your faith?
What living examples of humble service have you found in your own
life?

Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM LORI
August 2025 Challenge

In the August edition of "Our Sunday Visitor," I read an article "Mom to a Saint" by Fr.
Patrick Briscoe OP.  The article discussed Antonia Acutis's visit to St. Patrick's Cathedral
in New York, which occurred on May 29, 2025, with a full congregation of youth and
adults occupying the pews and aisles. She is the mother of Blessed Carlos Acutis, who,
together with another young Blessed, Pier Giorgio Frassati, will be canonized as Saints on
September 7, 2025, by our Holy Father, Pope Leo. I want to share with you a couple of
quotes from Antonia's talk concerning her son: "We have internet, phones, television...we
have many distractions, but if we do not find silence, we cannot hear the voice of God."  
And at the end of her talk, "Our merit lies in living the simplest routines with Christ at the
center: Carlos shows it is possible." Let us pray that the youth of our world will get to
know the lives of these to Saints and be encouraged to live a life of faith.

Take time to enjoy these last few weeks of summer with your families. Schools will open
soon and parishes will begin a year of new programs. Step forward and get more involved
in the life of your parishes. Continue to pray the Rosary daily for the sanctity of all human
life and for peace in the world.

Father Paul Lemoi, Chaplain



August Birthdays
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Frank Laiter III (61)
Nicholas Votta (20)
Kevin Peloquin (35)
Dathan Belanger (50)
Fr. Doan Nguyen (40)
Leodore Charpentier Jr (69)
Kenneth Tata (75)
James Sartell (76)
James O’Connor (75)
Edmund Hathaway (45)
Angel Ferrer (75)
John Mulholland (90)
Nicholas Delfino-Whitaker (23)

August 1
August 1
August 4
August 6
August 8
August 14
August 15
August 18
August 22
August 23
August 25
August 30
August 30

Prayer to Our Blessed Mother Mary

Mary, you are our Mother in Heaven. What a blessed day it
was when Jesus took you into Heaven, body and soul, to be
with Him. You were crowned Queen of Heaven and earth, a
position of love and service to Jesus’ Church. At your
Assumption, you beheld the face of Your beloved Son once
again. Please pray for me, that I, too, may gaze on the
glorious face of your Son, my Lord, Jesus Christ, in Heaven
one day. May my life be inspired by your holiness, oh
Blessed Virgin, my Mother. May your prayers for me and
your example of great faithfulness aid and inspire me to
holiness in this life so I may be with Jesus in Heaven as you
are. May your Assumption remind me of God’s love and
faithfulness to those who also love Him. May I love Jesus
with my whole heart and soul both now and forever. Amen.
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Our council partners with the local chapter of The Men of
St. Joseph for our Cor program.  You are cordially invited
to join us on the last Thursday each month starting at
6:30 PM at the SS John and Paul Rectory Conference
Room.  The mission of Cor is to refocus Catholic men on
Jesus Christ and to form and strengthen them in faith
and virtue through a brotherhood committed to prayer,
formation, and fraternity, and this aligns nicely with the
mission of The Men of St. Joseph.

Above and Beyond

“For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty,
and you gave me drink.” Matthew 25:35 
On Saturday and some Sundays, you can catch Brother
Mike Emmett doing the Lord’s work at the Health Equity
Zone (The HEZ for short) in West Warwick where he
contributes a significant amount of his time with Help the
Homeless RI.  Brother Mike works with our friends at Our
Daily Bread at SS John and Paul and the St. Vincent de
Paul Society at Our Lady of Czenstochowa who make the
food.  Brother Mike transports it to the HEZ, and the food
goes directly to our brothers and sisters in need.  All told,
Brother Mike gives about 700 hours of his time to this
most worthy program.  Brother Mike is truly a Knight in
Action and most certainly goes above and beyond!  Well
done, Brother Mike!

The Men of St. Joseph - Cor

Adoration at SSJP

Brothers, Saints John and Paul has all-day Adoration every
Thursday. This summer, Adoration will be held in the SSJP
Rectory Chapel, not the church. One of the requirements
for having Adoration is that someone must be in Jesus’
presence at all times.  Our council originally pledged to
cover the hour between 1 and 2 PM, but that has
expanded from noon to 2 PM.  Brother John Murray
normally covers the noon to 1 PM slot, and we are looking
for Brother Knights to cover the 1 to 2 PM slot.  If a
Brother Knight can do the noon to 1 PM slot, Brother John
may be able to switch.   This is a great opportunity to
spend time with Our Lord and make Adoration part of your
spiritual journey.   Please contact Worthy SSJP Round
Table Chairman John Murray at jmurray3477@gmail.com
or 401-447-9581 if you have any questions or for more
details.
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Maintenance of the Veterans Memorial Park at the corner
of Tiogue Ave. and Arnold Rd. are ongoing.  Please
contact Community Director John Pizzo at 401-623-1793
or columbusknight1@gmail.com if you’d like to help out
with the clean-up.  Maintenance of this park is just one of
the many ways our council honors veterans!  

FAITH IN ACTION

FAITH

The Life Activities Committee will be collecting baby
items such as diapers, wipes, bottles, powder, etc. on
Wednesday, August 13, from 5:30-6:45 PM in the Our
Lady of Czenstochowa parking lot.  All items collected
will be delivered to the Mother of Life Center in
conjunction with their Open House on Saturday,
August 16. As you can see from the photo above with
Ms. Lise Doyle and Brother Paul Lemek, we delivered
a large number of baby items last year.  Let’s surpass
that this year!  Your generosity will most definitely be
greatly appreciated!

Veterans Memorial Park

The Family Activities Committee plans on resuming our
monthly “Knight Out” where Brother Knights and families
are invited to dine out at a local restaurant to enjoy great
food and conversation!  Be on the lookout for an email
with the next “Knight Out” soon!  Also, if you have an idea
on where we can dine, please contact Worthy Grand
Knight and Family Director Bill Jakabek at 401-269-9811 or
biljak53@gmail.com.

Blessed Michael McGivney Novena
Starting Tuesday, August 5, our council will
participate in a nine-day novena to our founder,
Blessed Michael McGivney. The nine-day novena
ends on Blessed Michael McGivney’s feast day -
August 13.  An email will go out to the entire council
each day of the Novena, and Brother Knights and
their loved ones can choose to participate.  At the
end of the Novena, those who participate will be
asked to inform the Faith Director so he can submit
the proper paperwork.

LIFE
Baby Items Collection

COMMUNITY

FAMILY
“Knight Out”
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT OUR CHURCHES
Saints John and PaulOur Lady of Czenstochowa

St. Vincent de Paul
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Brothers, going forward, the final page of the newsletter will be one for free advertising for
your business or any business that you may work for or know that might benefit from Brother
Knights patronizing it.  Please contact FS Neil Fidler if interested.


