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Upcoming Events
April Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Classroom
Date: Wednesday, 4/9/2025
Time: 7:00 PM

April Membership Meeting
Place: OLC School Classroom House
Date: Monday, 4/14/2025
Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel
Date: Monday, 4/21/2025
Time: 7:00 PM 

Men of St. Joseph International Men’s Conference
Place: St. Philip’s Church, Greenville, RI
Date: Saturday, 4/26/2025
Time: 7:30 AM - 3:30 PM
Note: See Page 6 for all the details

April Knight Out
Place:Braza Brazilian BBQ 
Date: Wednesday, 4/30/2025
Time: 6:30 PM
Note: See Page 4 for all the details

Family Golf Outing
Place: Foster Country Club, Foster, RI
Date: Saturday, 5/3/2025
Time Noon Check-in 
Note: See Page 5 for all the details

May Officers Meeting
Place: OLC School Classroom
Date: Wednesday, 5/7/2025
Time: 7:00 PM

May Membership Meeting
Place: OLC School Classroom
Date: Monday, 5/12/2025
Time: 7:00 PM with collation at 6:30 PM

Donation Event and Breakfast
Place: Our Lady of Czenstochowa
Date: Sunday, 5/18/2025
Time: After 11 AM Mass

Men of St. Joseph - COR Meeting
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel/Conf. Room
Date: Every Last Thursday of the Month
Time: 6:30 PM

Msgr. Peter E. Blessing Council Holy Hour 
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel
Date: Every Thursday
Time 1:00 - 2:00 PM 
Note: Sign in book at entrance
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Grand Knight's Corner
Hello Brothers All!

We are into April! Wow!  Time sure flies by! It is hard to believe that we are
approaching the final months of the 2024-25 K of C Columbian year.  March
was quite eventful, and April appears to be equally packed with activities. I
encourage all members who are able to participate in the upcoming events
and to attend our Council’s Membership Meetings. Here are some significant
achievements of our Council and upcoming events to look forward to...

Our Faith in Action Directors are finalizing their annual programs and submitting the necessary
completion forms. It seems we are on track to attain the Columbian Award. Thank you to all
Program Directors and participants for your efforts.
We have successfully established the new KCCF and ETF Investment Accounts for our Council, and
we anticipate the efficiencies and financial growth they will bring. Our gratitude goes out to
everyone who contributed to this achievement, particularly Worthies John Murray, Geoff Aptt, Neil
Fidler, and Jerry McEvoy.
The update of our By-Laws has been finalized and is expected to be presented to the Council
Members during the Membership Meeting in April.
A shout out to Faith Director John Murray for his successful Raffle Ticket campaign aimed at
supporting local Seminarians. The initiative raised a total of $2,400, which will be distributed
among three Seminarians, providing each with $800.
The Finance Committee convened in March and has determined the recipients of our charitable
donations this year. Further details will be provided during the April Membership Meeting.
Additionally, we are organizing a Donation Event and Breakfast on Sunday, May 18, following the 11
AM Mass at Our Lady of Czenstochowa.
We have new hours for our monthly Membership Meeting, which takes place on the second Monday
of each month. Beginning with the meeting on April 14th, we will host a pre-meeting Collation from
6:30 PM to 7:00 PM. The Membership Meeting will commence at 7:00 PM and is expected to last
between 60 to 90 minutes. We encourage your attendance if you are able to join us!
We have a number of potential new member candidates, and we will conduct an Exemplification
Ceremony of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity on Monday, April 21, commencing at 7 PM at the Saints
John and Paul Rectory Chapel.

In conclusion, we find ourselves deep into the Lenten Season, with Palm Sunday and Holy Week
approaching rapidly. I trust that each of you, along with your families, has had the opportunity to draw
nearer to Jesus, our Savior, God the Father, and the Holy Spirit during this reflective time. I recently
discovered a Family Easter Prayer that I would like to share with everyone. 

"Gracious God, we gather today, filled with joy and gratitude for the gift of life and the hope of new
beginnings. As we celebrate Easter, we remember the sacrifice of Jesus and the promise of His
resurrection, a beacon of hope in a world that often feels dark. We thank you for the blessings in
our lives, for the love that unites us as a family, and for the beauty of this special day. May we carry
the spirit of Easter – hope, peace, and love – into our daily lives, and may we strive to live in a way
that honors your teachings. Bless our home, our family, and our friends, and may we be a source of
light and love to those around us. Amen." 

God Bless and Happy Easter!
Bill Jakabek – Grand Knight

MSGR. PETER E.  BLESSING COUNCIL #5273 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

445 WASHINGTON STREET
COVENTRY, RI  02816

COVENTRYKNIGHTS@VERIZON.NET
HTTP://WWW.COVENTRYKNIGHTS.ORG

MEETING PLACE: 
OUR LADY OF CZENSTOCHOWA SCHOOL

445 WASHINGTON STREET,  COVENTRY

WILLIAM JAKABEK, GRAND KNIGHT

http://www.your-url-goes-here.com/
http://www.coventryknights.org/


No message this month.

 

Our Holy Father Pope Francis 
All Bishops and Priests

Father Paul Laporte (recently deceased)
GK William Jakabek
PGK/PFN Herb Knott

PGK/PFN Frank Laiter III
PGK David Legault

Brother Anthony Machado
Brother Len Denommee

Brother Paul Lacroix
Brother James Kmon
Brother Matt Parent

Brother Jim Hall
Brother Gerard Legault
Brother Frank Laiter, Jr.
Brother Lucien Laporte

Brother Peter Blais
Brother Nicholas Delfino-Whitaker

Brother Devin Favino
Brother Henry Giolitti

Lucille Ferrer
Diane Belanger

Mary Deary
Shirley Laiter
Sue Rossetti
Doris Legault
Mary Lawlor

Michel Brouillard
Eric Thatcher

Charles Gemmell
Barry Smith

Maureen Briers (recently deceased)
Maureen Gomes (recently deceased)

John Dolan
Joe McCarthy

Matthew Mahar
Robert Firth

Nancy Whitaker
Ellen Deck

Julia Sottnik
Karen Clark

Jessica Maynard
Anita Laporte

Richard and daughter (Just Prayers)
Jovantey (Just Prayers)

All US military personnel active and former
The Unborn
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Chaplain's Message
FATHER PAUL LEMOI

Prayer Intentions

“She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.’” (Gospel for April 6, Jn
11:27)
These words belong to Martha, sister of Lazarus, as she and Jesus speak
outside her brother’s tomb. Her choice of words is important: “I have come to
believe.” This suggests her belief has evolved, that her previous uncertainty or
ignorance about Jesus has blossomed into faith. Growing in faith is usually a
process of moving from questioning or doubt to illumination and trust. How do
we come to faith and then grow deeper in it? We do so through prayer, study
and reflection. Let us continually deepen our faith in this manner.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to take part in a Catholic faith formation course,
event or opportunity offered through your local council (such as Cor), your
parish or diocese, or online.

Questions for Reflection:
Looking at the development of your own faith, how have you “come to believe”
truths about Christ and/or the Catholic faith? What teachings do you still have
questions about? What areas of your faith would you like to develop further?
Where can you find resources — or whom can you ask for resources — to help
you deepen your faith and understanding?

Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM LORI
April 2025 Challenge

Welcome Bishop Lewandowski!



April Birthdays
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E. J. Robinson (59)
Joseph Fleury (87)
Maxwell Laiter (25)
George Jonic (83)
Richard Denningham (70)
John Pizzo (58)
Robert Chartier (82)
Thomas Rossi (59)
William Jakabek (72)
Rudolph Cirelli (79)
Gerard Heroux (96)

April 1
April 3
April 3
April 13
April 14
April 19
April 20
April 21
April 24
April 28
April 30

REVEREND PAUL J. LAPORTE, 85, passed away at Mount St. Rita
Health Centre in Cumberland after a brief illness, on Thursday,
March 20, 2025.  Father Laporte was ordained in 1965.  He was
the Pastor of St. Vincent de Paul Church from 1996 until his
retirement in 2009.  He was a very enthusiastic supporter of
Blessing Council allowing us to host many events at St. Vincent de
Paul Church.  We will most certainly miss him.

Farewells
REVEREND PAUL J.  LAPORTE 1939-2025

SIR KNIGHT MICHAEL J. OSENKOWSKI, 73, passed away unexpectedly
on Friday, March 28, 2025.  Brother Mike was a member of SS John
and James Council.  He originally joined the Knights back in 2014 with
Blessing Council when we were helping to create Saints John and
James Council.  He was well known to us at Blessing Council as he
lived in Coventry and, as Father Wallace Assembly's Color Corps
Commander, knew all Patriotic Degree Knights of our council. He was
extremely active in both Saints John and James Council and Father
Wallace Assembly, holding just about every officer position over the
years, and as mentioned, was the Color Corps Commander. Also, he
was a very active Saints John and James parishioner and could always
be seen at adoration at St. Mary's Mission every Monday night.  
Brother Mike’s passing marks a huge loss for the Knights of Columbus
and in so many people’s lives.

SIR KNIGHT MICHAEL J.  OSENKOWSKI 1951-2025 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.  And let perpetual light
shine upon them.  May their souls and the souls of the faithful
departed rest in peace.  Amen
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Back by popular demand, our next Knight Out will take place
on Wednesday, April 30  @ 6:30 PM at Braza Brazilian
Barbeque, 15 Sandy Bottom Road in Coventry.  This is a
great opportunity to enjoy an entertaining evening with your
Brother Knights, along with a delightful meal! We encourage
you to invite your spouse, significant other, family
members, or a friend who might be interested in becoming a
member of the Knights of Columbus. Val and Marlene at
Braza are annual sponsors of our Funny4Funds night so
let’s have a great crowd to show them our support!  If you
plan on attending, please RSVP GK Bill Jakabek by email
(biljak53@gmail.com) on phone (401-269-9811) by
Friday, April 25th.

th

Knights Above and Beyond

Upcoming RI State Convention

The SSJP Bible Study Program is run by a stalwart few
at SS John and Paul Church including our very own
Brother Knights John Murray and Jerry McEvoy. From its
modest beginnings a short time ago, the Bible Study has
grown to over 100 people from not just SSJP but many
other local parishes as well.  We are proud to have other
Blessing Council Brother Knights participating in the
program, but the program wouldn’t be doing as well
without Brothers John and Jerry!  Well done, Brothers!

The 2025 Rhode Island State Convention will be taking place
on Saturday, April 26, at the Radisson Hotel in Warwick.  
Blessing Council delegates for the convention are Financial
Secretary Neil Fidler and Recorder Geoffrey Aptt.  We will be
presenting our check for $100 for Catholic Charities. Also,
there will be a memorial Mass at 5:30 PM, and we have
submitted the names of our dearly departed Brother Knights
over the past year who will be mentioned in the Mass.  

April Knight Out
BRAZA BRAZILIAN BBQ

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2025

Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity

An Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity will be
held on Monday, April 21, starting at 7 PM at the Saints
John and Paul Rectory Chapel.  We anticipate at least one
candidate will attain full Knighthood but are hopeful there
will be a couple more candidates.  Council leadership and
the membership committee requests your presence at this
ceremony to support our new Brother Knights.  The
ceremony is 30 minutes long and is open to the public, so
family members are absolutely invited!  A small collation will
follow!

mailto:biljak53@gmail.com
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Family Golf Outing
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Men of St. Joseph International Men’s Conference
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Brothers, going forward, the final page of the newsletter will be one for free advertising for
your business or any business that you may work for or know that might benefit from Brother
Knights patronizing it.  Please contact FS Neil Fidler if interested.


