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Msgr. Peter E. Blessing Council #5273 Knights of Columbus

Upcoming Events
September Officers Meeting
Place: OLC Meeting Room
Date: Wednesday, 9/4/2024
Time: 7:00 PM

September Membership Meeting
Place: OLC Meeting Room
Date: Monday, 9/9/2024
Time: 7:30 PM

Father John V. Doyle School Car Show
Place: Father John V. Doyle School
Date: Saturday, 9/14/2024
Time: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Men of St. Joseph - COR Meeting
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel/Conf. Room
Date: Thursday, 9/26/2024
Time: 6:30 PM

October Officers Meeting
Place: OLC Meeting Room
Date: Wednesday, 10/9/2024
Time: 7:00 PM

October Membership Meeting
Place: OLC Meeting Room
Date: TBD - Columbus Day Holiday
Time: 7:30 PM

Men of St. Joseph - COR Meeting
Place: SSJP Rectory Chapel/Conf. Room
Date: Thursday, 10/29/2024
Time: 6:30 PM
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Grand Knight's Corner
My Brothers all!

Well … I can’t believe that August is already over, and September
is here. It’s been a busy summer for me, and I’m sure for all of
you too. Personally, in August, my two sisters and I had the
opportunity to take a two-week tour of Slovakia … the country
from which my parents emigrated to the US (NY City) back in
1938. It was a trip of a lifetime for us, and we had an awesome
time seeing the entire country, its major cities, and numerous
historical sites. Best of all, we were able to visit the towns where
both of my parents came from, saw the actual homes they grew
up in, and visited with over 20 relatives that we never met
before.

It has been a busy time for our council as well … special committees have been meeting to
discuss possible changes/modifications to our Council By-Laws, and to the possibility of
transferring our funds from our current Vanguard Wellington Fund to the Knights of Columbus
Charity Fund. Nothing has been decided upon as yet, and no changes will be implemented until
the Financial Committee makes a formal presentation to the Council, and it is voted on and
approved by the Council. More info will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead. A special “Shout
Out” to Paul Lemek, our present Life Director!!! Brother Paul put together a very successful
Donation Drive for the Mother of Life Pregnancy Center. He collected a large supply of baby
essentials, especially baby diapers and wipes, and presented it all to the Center at their annual
Open House held recently.

Other upcoming events in September …

The September Membership Meeting will take place on Monday, September 9, 2024, at the
OLC Parish House Conference Room … 7:30pm. Please consider attending, if you are able, as
participation by all members is essential for our Council’s continued success.
Fr. John V. Doyle School Car Show will take place on the school grounds on Saturday,
September 14, 2024, between 9:00am and 2:00pm. As always, we will have a booth and will
be serving hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, water, and various sodas. As is custom, all net
proceeds will be donated to the school. Also, Membership Director Brian Lawlor plans on
having a booth to hand out K of C literature in hopes that it will attract interest, and possible
new candidate members. Please consider helping out at either one of these booths. It’s loads
of fun, and I certainly plan on working the food booth.
Men of St. Joseph COR Meeting will take place on Thursday, September 26, 2024, at SSJP
Rectory Chapel/Conference Roon … 6:30pm. Please seriously consider attending as this is a
major K of C Initiative.
Coats for Kids … We have to place our order with the State Council on or before October 1,
2024, in order to participate in their BOGO promotion. Community Director John Pizzo will be
heading this up. John will need help with the upcoming “Funny for Funds” fund raising event
that funds our Coats for Kids program. Please volunteer some time to help with this
charitable endeavor. 
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Well, summer is coming to a close, the days are starting to get
shorter.  Schools are opening which means paying attention with
children waiting for the bus on street corners to get on or off
buses. Some buses do not have bus monitors on them so watch as 

 

Our Holy Father Pope Francis 
Bishop Henning

The Priests and Deacons of the parishes we serve
 All Bishops and Priests

GK William Jakabek
FDD/PGK John Pizzo
PGK/PFN Herb Knott

PGK/PFN Frank Laiter III
PGK David Legault

Brother Anthony Machado
Brother Len Denommee

Brother Paul Lacroix
Brother James Kmon
Brother Matt Parent

Brother Jim Hall
Brother Gerard Legault
Brother Frank Laiter, Jr.
Brother Lucien Laporte

Brother Peter Blais
Brother Nicholas Delfino-Whitaker

FDD/PGK/PFN Walter Jalbert (recently deceased)
Lucille Ferrer 

Diane Belanger
Mary Deary

Shirley Laiter
Sue Rossetti
Doris Legault
Mary Lawlor

Michel Brouillard
Tim Dwyer

Eric Thatcher
Charles Gemmell

Barry Smith
Eleanor Smith

John Dolan
Joe McCarthy
Marc Pelletier

Matthew Mahar
Suzanne Burke

Robert Firth
Nancy Whitaker

Richard and daughter (Just Prayers)
Jovantey (Just Prayers)

All US military personnel active and former
The Unborn
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Chaplain's Message
FATHER PAUL LEMOI

Prayer Intentions

And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter said to him in reply, “You
are the Messiah.”(Gospel for Sept. 15, Mk 8:29)
Peter was the first of the apostles to openly profess Jesus as the awaited Messiah,
the Christ or anointed one. Today, every Christian is called to proclaim in word and
deed that Jesus is the Christ. We must never lose the awe and wonder of recognizing
Jesus as the Messiah and Savior, especially when we encounter him in the sacrament
of penance and in the Mass.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to make Peter’s profession of faith — “You are the
Messiah” — a frequent aspiration, or short prayer, you recite throughout each day,
perhaps writing it down some place you will see it regularly to remind yourself.

Questions for Reflection:
When you say the name of Jesus Christ, are you mindful of what this truly means?
When you approach a priest for confession, are you fully cognizant that the
absolution you receive through the priest comes from Christ himself? When you
approach holy Communion, do you recognize and contemplate Jesus’ real presence in
the Eucharist you receive?

Supreme Chaplain's Challenge
ARCHBISHOP WILLIAM LORI
September 2024 Challenge

they might just run across the street. Programs will be starting again in parishes. If
you are able to help out do not be afraid to come forward where the Lord might be
calling you to help out. Stay faithful to saying the Rosary daily for the sanctity of all
human life. Strive to spend some time, maybe as a family before the Sacred
Eucharist after the Mass you may attend in your parish, and if possible attend daily
Mass.

Vivat Jesus!
Chaplain Lemoi



September Birthdays
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Joseph A. Petraitis (78)
David Thatcher (68)
John Murray (73)
Gerard Legault (94)
John de Bont (53)
George McLaughlin (76)
Bart de Bont (59)
Timothy Maynard (64)
Fr. Brendan Rowley (40)
Bryan Legault (31)
Hugh Fitzpatrick (88)

September 2
September 4
September 7
September 10
September 10
September 14
September 14
September 17
September 20
September 21
September 25

Prospective Candidates and Tentative Exemplification.  
I’m pleased to announce that our council has two
prospective candidates for Knighthood, Richard Ramos
and John Daneau.  Mr. Ramos lives in West Warwick with
his wife and three-year-old son and works at the West
Warwick Post Office.  Mr. Daneau lives in West
Greenwich with his wife and is a SS John and Paul
parishioner.  We are planning an Exemplification of
Charity, Unity and Fraternity on Monday, September 23,
starting at 7 PM at Our Lady of Czenstochowa Church
pending pastor permission.  I’m still working on other
prospective candidates but no updates on them
currently.

Upcoming Delta Membership Drive.  I’m still working out
the details for a Delta Membership Drive at Our Lady of
Czenstochowa and St. Vincent de Paul.

Columbiettes.  We are still looking into the possibility of
a Columbiettes Auxiliary.  Worthy DGK Richard Legault
has agreed to lead the effort along with other Brother
Knights and wives who are willing to do so.  At current
time, I am waiting for the District Deputy of the
Columbiettes to call me with next steps.

FJVD School Car Show.  I plan to set up a membership
booth at the FJVD School Car Show on Saturday,
September 14.  I’m also thinking about the possibility of a
contest for potential members to fill out a form to learn
more about the Knights and be added to a drawing for
$50. 

Membership Report
BRIAN LAWLOR, MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

Lastly … We as a Nation celebrate Labor Day on Monday,
September 2, 2024. I wish you, and your families, a safe and
happy Labor Day Weekend. Whether you are just relaxing,
attending, or hosting a cookout or party, ENJOY
YOURSELVES!!!

Vivat Jesus!
Bill Jakabek – Grand Knight

Grand Knight’s Corner (Cont.)

New Arrivals!

Welcome to the world, Chloe and Kemelia Belanger,
daughters of Brother Dathan Belanger and his wife.  The
twin sisters were born on the morning of Wednesday,
August 7.  Chloe weighed 3 lb, 3 oz. and Kemelia weighed 4
lb, 4 oz.  Please pray for Chloe and Kemelia and for their
parents.
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Mother of Life Pregnancy Center Open House. Our Council
donated approximately 15 boxes and six packages of baby
diapers as well as eight packages of baby wipes. The
donations were delivered to the Mother of Life Pregnancy
Center's open house on Saturday, August 17. The donations
were much appreciated by staff at the Center.  Pictured
above is Lise Doyle, Director of the center with me.

Life Activities
PAUL LEMEK, LIFE DIRECTOR

A social dinner was held at Chelo's Hometown Bar & Grille,
Post Road, Warwick, on Thursday August 22. A percentage
of the meal costs will go to the Father Wallace Assembly's
charitable fund.

Father Wallace Assembly’s next meeting will be on
Thursday, September 12, starting at 7:30 pm at St. Mary’s
Mission in West Warwick.  There will be an in-person vote
for a donation to SS John and James Parish for the
purchase of a new organ.  To be eligible to vote, a Sir
Knight must be in good standing and current on their dues.

We are hoping to increase fraternal activity beyond the
meetings and would like to recruit a minimum of 10 new Sir
Knights to our Assembly, solidifying our legacy and all the
hard work we have committed to in the past. As we have
done in the past, the assembly is still offering the $200
toward the uniform for Sir Knights that are committed to
giving a few days a year to serve our fallen brothers and
our State events. 

Patriotic Degree Report
PAUL LEMEK, PFN


